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dangerous situations, and to the extent
that they can save some of it for their
long-term needs, I think we ought to
encourage them to do so.

We will pass this bill with no con-
troversy, and I hope our colleagues in
the other body follow suit in the near
future. It is the right thing to do.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GINGREY). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SAM JOHNSON) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 1499, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘A bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow mem-
bers of the Armed Forces serving in a
combat zone to make contributions to
their individual retirement plans even
if the compensation on which such con-
tribution is based is excluded from
gross income, and for other purposes.’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ANGEL ISLAND IMMIGRATION STA-
TION RESTORATION AND PRES-
ERVATION ACT

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 606) to authorize appropria-
tions to the Secretary of the Interior
for the restoration of the Angel Island
Immigration Station in the State of
California.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 606

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Angel Island
Immigration Station Restoration and Pres-
ervation Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The Angel Island Immigration Station,
also known as the Ellis Island of the West, is
a National Historic Landmark.

(2) Between 1910 and 1940, the Angel Island
Immigration Station processed more than
1,000,000 immigrants and emigrants from
around the world.

(3) The Angel Island Immigration Station
contributes greatly to our understanding of
our Nation’s rich and complex immigration
history.

(4) The Angel Island Immigration Station
was built to enforce the Chinese Exclusion
Act of 1882 and subsequent immigration
laws, which unfairly and severely restricted
Asian immigration.

(5) During their detention at the Angel Is-
land Immigration Station, Chinese detainees
carved poems into the walls of the detention
barracks. More than 140 poems remain today,
representing the unique voices of immi-
grants awaiting entry to this country.

(6) More than 50,000 people, including 30,000
schoolchildren, visit the Angel Island Immi-
gration Station annually to learn more
about the experience of immigrants who
have traveled to our shores.
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(7) The restoration of the Angel Island Im-
migration Station and the preservation of
the writings and drawings at the Angel Is-
land Immigration Station will ensure that
future generations also have the benefit of
experiencing and appreciating this great
symbol of the perseverance of the immigrant
spirit, and of the diversity of this great Na-
tion.

SEC. 3. RESTORATION.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary of the Interior $15,000,000 for
restoring the Angel Island Immigration Sta-
tion in the San Francisco Bay, in coordina-
tion with the Angel Island Immigration Sta-
tion Foundation and the California Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation.

(b) FEDERAL FUNDING.—Federal funding
under this Act shall not exceed 50 percent of
the total funds from all sources spent to re-
store the Angel Island Immigration Station.

(c) PRIORITY.—(1) Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the funds appropriated pursu-
ant to this Act shall be used for the restora-
tion of the Immigration Station Hospital on
Angel Island.

(2) Any remaining funds in excess of the
amount required to carry out paragraph (1)
shall be used solely for the restoration of the
Angel Island Immigration Station.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. RADANOVICH) and the
gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands
(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. RADANOVICH).

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 606, introduced by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WOOLSEY), would authorize an appro-
priation up to $15 million to the Sec-
retary of the Interior for the restora-
tion of the Angel Island Immigration
Station in San Francisco Bay.

The funds would be used in coordina-
tion with the Angel Island Immigra-
tion Station Foundation and the Cali-
fornia Department of Parks and Recre-
ation. The bill would also require funds
appropriated by the Act to be used first
for restoration of the Immigration Sta-
tion Hospital on the island. Finally,
the bill limits the Federal funding to 50
percent of the total funds from all the
sources spent to restore the immigra-
tion station.

I urge adoption of the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker,
the majority has already explained the
purpose of H.R. 606, which was intro-
duced by my colleague, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY).

Angel Island is a nationally signifi-
cant resource, as evidenced by its pre-
vious designation as a national historic
landmark. Angel Island tells an impor-
tant historical story about immigra-
tion into the western United States;
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how entry was offered to some, but de-
nied to others under the discrimina-
tory practices of that day.

The gentlewoman from California
(Ms. WOOLSEY) is to be commended for
her leadership on H.R. 606. She has a bi-
partisan coalition of support for her
initiative, including California Gov-
ernor Arnold Schwarzenegger. Many
individuals and organizations have
come to recognize the importance of a
Federal-State-private partnership in
the preservation and interpretation of
this important aspect of our Nation’s
history.

Mr. Speaker, we support H.R. 606 as a
means to help preserve the rich history
of the Angel Island Immigration Sta-
tion and urge its adoption by the House
today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as she
might consume to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. WOOLSEY).

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
speak on H.R. 606, out of order. I was
working patiently at my desk. I flew in
on the red eye so that I could talk
about Angel Island and how wonderful
it is. And I want to thank the ranking
members of this committee for making
this possible for me, and allowing the
consideration of a piece of legislation
that is very important to my district,
the San Francisco Bay area, and to
Asian Americans throughout the
United States.

As you know, I have worked for the
past 3 years with the Angel Island Im-
migration Station Foundation and the
gentlewoman from California (Leader
PELOSI) and the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. SOUDER) in an effort to pre-
serve the historic Angel Island Immi-
gration Station. It is located just east
of Sausalito in the San Francisco Bay.
Sausalito is in my district, California’s
6th Congressional District.

This landmark is a particular high
priority because of what it means to
Asian Americans nationwide. Many of
you are familiar, all of us are familiar
with the symbolism of Ellis Island to
European Americans. The same feel-
ings of legacy and pride can be equated
to the Americans of Asian heritage on
the west coast. In fact, Angel Island
was the first American soil most Asian
immigrants stepped on.

With over one million people having
been processed through the sites, mil-
lions of Asians and Asian descendents
nationwide are eager to see their roots
in this country honored in the same
way that we honor Ellis Island.

In addition, Angel Island Immigra-
tion Station also houses a unique lit-
erary display of Asian American cul-
ture. The walls of the main building
hold layers of poetry reflecting the
record of hardship endured and the in-
dignity suffered by the early Chinese as
they were being processed into Amer-
ica. If these walls crumble, we will lose
this one-of-a-kind documentation for-
ever. And thank you for voting not to
let that happen.

Because of its rich history, the site is
currently used as a teaching tool for
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students and a museum for visitors.
Hundreds of school children and re-
searchers have made the trip by ferry
out to the site each year to learn about
its rich history.

Mr. Speaker, I have worked with the
foundation to find additional sources of
funding for the restoration project to
ensure future generations can learn
from the site. The current estimate to
complete the preservation is over $30
million, $16 million already raised
through Federal grants, State funding,
and private donations; $15 million still
remains to finish the project.

With no more grants available and
the State of California contributing
close to half of the funding, it is impor-
tant that the Federal Government be-
come a part of this preservation effort,
and that is what we are doing today.
And I thank you for making that hap-
pen in the House.

Mr. Speaker, first | want to thank Chairman
PomMBO, Ranking Member RAHALL and the
House Leadership for allowing us to consider
this piece of legislation that is important to my
district and the San Francisco Bay Area.

As you may know, | have worked for the
past 3 years with the Angel Island Immigration
Station Foundation and Leader PELOSI and
Congressman MARK SOUDER in an effort to
preserve the historic Angel Island Immigration
Station, located just east of Sausalito in the
San Francisco Bay.

This landmark is a particularly high priority
because of what it means to Asian Americans
nationwide. Many of you are familiar with the
symbolism of Ellis Island to European Ameri-
cans. The same feelings of legacy and pride
can be equated to the Americans of Asian
heritage on the west coast. In fact, Angel Is-
land was the first American soil most Asian
immigrants stepped on.

With over one million people having been
processed through this site, millions of Asian
descendants nationwide are eager to see their
roots in this country honored in the same way
we honor Ellis Island.

In addition, Angel Island Immigration Station
also houses a unique literary display of Asian
American culture. The walls of the main build-
ing hold layers of poetry reflecting the record
of hardship endured and the indignity suffered
by the early Chinese as they were being proc-
essed into America. If these walls crumble, we
will lose this “one-of-a-kind” documentation
forever.

Because of its rich history, the site is cur-
rently used as a teaching tool for students and
a museum for visitors. Hundreds of school
children and researchers make the trip by
ferry out to the site each year to learn about
its rich history.

Mr. Speaker, | have worked with the Foun-
dation to find additional sources of funding for
the restoration project to ensure future genera-
tions can learn from this site. The current esti-
mate to complete the preservation is over $30
million. With $16 million already raised through
Federal grants, State funding and private do-
nations, $15 million is still needed.

With no grants available, and the State of
California contributing close to half of the fund-
ing, it is important that the Federal Govern-
ment become a part of this preservation effort.
That is what we are doing today.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
reserve the balance of my time.
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Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of H.R. 606, the Angel Island Immigra-
tion Station Restoration and Preservation Act.

For 30 years, between 1910 to 1940, Angel
Island served as the first point of entry into our
country for immigrants from around the world
hopeful for the promise of America. While the
history of Ellis Island, which served as a proc-
essing center for immigrants coming in from
across the Atlantic, is well known, the story of
Angel Island is one that is often lost between
the pages of our nation’s history.

While it was open, 1 million immigrants
were processed on Angel Island, including im-
migrants from Japan, Korea, the Philippines,
and Central and South America. It would be
the first, and sometimes only, American soil
that many of these people, who hoped to call
this country their home, would walk upon.

Among these stories are the unforgettable
voices of more than 170,000 Chinese immi-
grants, who sacrificed everything to come to
what they referred to as the “Gold Mountain,”
a land of unparalleled freedom and oppor-
tunity. While many found new life, others en-
countered discrimination, disappointment, and
sometimes, despair.

The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 pre-
vented many Chinese from entering the United
States. Those allowed to enter were held in
detention on Angel Island. Segregated and
separated into barracks, the detainees faced
stark living conditions, humiliating medical ex-
aminations, and grueling interrogations, while
their detentions dragged on from days to
months, and even years. All this while they
awaited a decision on whether they would be
permitted to enter the United States or sent
back to China. While the detainees would
eventually leave the Island and the Immigra-
tion Station would later close, they would
leave behind their powerful testaments, in-
scribed as poetry, on the walls that confined
them.

Today, more than 100 of these poems are
still visible, etched on the barrack walls. To-
gether, they capture the fears, sadness, and
longing felt by the immigrants. Despite the ex-
treme hardships faced on Angel Island, many
of these poems also reflect the timeless leg-
acy of the hope that is shared by all who are
drawn to and believe in our country.

In 1940, Angel Island Immigration Station
was closed after a fire destroyed the adminis-
tration building. The U.S. Army used the Is-
land during World War I, departing when the
war was over. Angel Island became incor-
porated as a part of the California State Park
system in 1963.

Abandoned and neglected, the structures
fell into various states of disrepair and were
scheduled for demolition in 1970, when a park
ranger rediscovered the poetry carved on the
walls. Although the buildings were spared from
being torn down, more resources are needed
to restore this unique and significant landmark.

This legislation would authorize $15 million,
to be matched by state and private funding, to
restore the buildings at Angel Island Immigra-
tion Station, and ensure its preservation for fu-
ture generations.

Understanding our past is key to our na-
tion’s success and strength, today and in the
future. Preserving Angel Island ensures that
the collective voices of past immigrants live on
in the proud immigrant heritage we all share.

| urge my colleagues to support this signifi-
cant piece of legislation.
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Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H.R. 606, the Angel Island Immigration Sta-
tion Restoration and Preservation Act.

Historic preservation is the key to remem-
bering our past. Without key places and arti-
facts from our history, it would be impossible
to tell future generations of Americans how,
when and where our country came to be what
it is. Whenever a place or object is lost, a
piece of history is gone forever. It is our duty
to ensure that history is preserved.

The Angel Island Immigration Station Res-
toration and Preservation Act aims to preserve
part of our history. Known as the Ellis Island
of the West, Angel Island was the primary
entry point for hundreds of thousands of immi-
grants from the Pacific Rim, including Australia
and New Zealand, Canada, Mexico, Central
and South America, Russia, and in particular,
Asia. During Angel Island’s years of operation
(1910-1940), an estimated 175,000 Chinese
immigrants were processed through Angel Is-
land.

In 1940, Angel Island Immigration Station
closed after a fire destroyed the Administration
Building. Following the Army’s departure from
Angel Island, the structures fell into disrepair.
Many were removed by the Army Corps of En-
gineers and California State Parks. Of the
original Immigration Station structures, only
the Detention Barracks, Hospital, Power
House, Pump House and Mule Barn remain.
Today, these structures are in various states
of disrepair; hence the need for this legisla-
tion.

Without H.R. 606, the structures on Angel
Island will fall further into decay. Many of the
buildings are crumbling and leak; con-
sequently, many poems written by the Chi-
nese immigrants detained at Angel Island are
in danger of being destroyed. State, private,
and local entities have already contributed
mightily to this project; sadly, they have not
been able to complete the project. This bill will
authorize $15 million in funding so that this
unique aspect of our history can be preserved
for future generations. Compared to the $156
million spent to restore Ellis Island, this res-
toration project is a bargain and of no less sig-
nificance.

Millions of people journey to Ellis Island
every year in order to see where their ances-
tors came ashore. This bill would allow de-
scendents of Angel Island arrivals the same
opportunity to visit the place where their an-
cestors’ American Dreams started.

Although the status of Angel Island as part
of the California State Parks system sets it
apart from many other historic sites that re-
ceive federal funding, the importance of the
site and its contribution to the United States
makes its official designation irrelevant. Our
nation’s history must be preserved regardless
of official status.

| urge my colleagues to support the pas-
sage of H.R. 606, the Angel Island Immigra-
tion Station Restoration and Preservation Act.
Keeping our immigration heritage in good re-
pair is essential if the United States is to main-
tain its unique status as a beacon of democ-
racy and opportunity.

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 4469, the Angel Island Immi-
gration Station Restoration and Preservation
Act.

| would like to recognize my colleague Rep-
resentative LYNN WOOSLEY from California for



H3716

her steadfast leadership in ensuring Angel Is-
land Immigration Station is preserved and re-
stored.

As Chair of the Congressional Asian Pacific
American Caucus (CAPAC), | support the fed-
eral authorization of $15 million for the preser-
vation and restoration of Angel Island, where
people from China, Japan, Russia, India,
Korea, Australia, and the Philippines entered
the United States to start a new life.

Angel Island Immigration Station is appro-
priately known as the “Ellis Island of the
West.” Located in the San Francisco Bay,
Angel Island served as a processing and de-
tainment center for one million immigrants be-
tween 1910 and 1940. Of those one million
people, 175,000 were Chinese immigrants and
150,000 were Japanese immigrants.

For the 30 years that Angel Island was in
existence, detainees experienced overcrowded
facilities, humiliating medical examinations, in-
tense interrogations, and countless days—
even years—waiting until approval of their ap-
plications or deportation. Although conditions
could be deplorable, Angel Island was an
entry point to a better future for many immi-
grants.

In 1940, Angel Island Immigration Station’s
administration building was destroyed. In
1963, California State Parks assumed the role
of stewardship of the site when Angel Island
became a state park.

In the 1970’s, the site was set for demolition
until a park ranger discovered etched writings
on the walls. Etched by detainees, the writings
and drawings on the wall reflect the hardships
and hopes of detainees during the uncertain
period in which they awaited decisions on their
immigration applications. The cultural and his-
torical value of these etchings sparked efforts
to save this site. In 1997 Angel Island Immi-
gration Station became a National Historic
Landmark.

More than 50,000 people continue to visit
Angel Island Immigration Station yearly, but
sadly, the history of Angel Island is often left
out of classroom lectures. However, with
greater federal support, we can restore the Is-
land’s historic buildings, preserve irreplaceable
immigration records, and keep alive the stories
and memories of those who were detained on
the Island.

While preserving the Angel Island Immigra-
tion Station is important to Asian Pacific Amer-
icans, it should be a priority for all Americans.
Just as Ellis Island is a critical part of our na-
tion’s history, Angel Island offers American’s a
richer and more comprehensive understanding
of our history and the diversity we celebrate in
this nation.

Mr. Speaker, | wholeheartedly support H.R.
4469 and its authorization of $15 million to re-
store and preserve historic buildings at Angel
Island Immigration Station. | urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this important
piece of legislation.

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no additional speakers, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RADANOVICH) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 606.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
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the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

PROVIDING FOR THE CONVEYANCE
OF CERTAIN PUBLIC LAND IN
CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA, FOR
USE AS A HELIPORT

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 849) to provide for the con-
veyance of certain public land in Clark
County, Nevada, for use as a heliport.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 849

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY TO
CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) the Las Vegas Valley in the State of Ne-
vada is the fastest growing community in
the United States;

(2) helicopter tour operations are con-
flicting with the needs of long-established
residential communities in the Valley; and

(3) the designation of a public heliport in
the Valley that would reduce conflicts be-
tween helicopter tour operators and residen-
tial communities is in the public interest.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act is to
provide a suitable location for the establish-
ment of a commercial service heliport facil-
ity to serve the Las Vegas Valley in the
State of Nevada while minimizing and miti-
gating the impact of air tours on the Sloan
Canyon National Conservation Area and
North McCullough Mountains Wilderness.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act:

(1) CONSERVATION AREA.—The term ‘‘Con-
servation Area’” means the Sloan Canyon
National Conservation Area established by
section 604(a) of the Clark County Conserva-
tion of Public Land and Natural Resources
Act of 2002 (116 Stat. 2010).

(2) COUNTY.—The term ‘‘County’ means
Clark County, Nevada.

(3) HELICOPTER TOUR.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘helicopter

tour” means a commercial helicopter tour
operated for profit.

(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘helicopter
tour” does not include a helicopter tour that
is carried out to assist a Federal, State, or
local agency.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

() WILDERNESS.—The term ‘‘Wilderness”
means the North McCullough Mountains Wil-
derness established by section 202(a)(13) of
the Clark County Conservation of Public
Land and Natural Resources Act of 2002 (116
Stat. 2000).

(d) CONVEYANCE.—As soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall convey to the County, sub-
ject to valid existing rights, for no consider-
ation, all right, title, and interest of the
United States in and to the parcel of land de-
scribed in subsection (e).

(e) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—The parcel of
land to be conveyed under subsection (d) is
the parcel of approximately 229 acres of land
depicted as tract A on the map entitled
‘‘Clark County Public Heliport Facility” and
dated May 3, 2004.

(f) USE OF LAND.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The parcel of land con-
veyed under subsection (d)—

(A) shall be used by the County for the op-
eration of a heliport facility under the condi-
tions stated in paragraphs (2) and (3); and
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(B) shall not be disposed of by the County.

(2) IMPOSITION OF FEES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Any operator of a heli-
copter tour originating from or concluding
at the parcel of land described in subsection
(e) shall pay to the Clark County Depart-
ment of Aviation a $3 conservation fee for
each passenger on the helicopter tour if any
portion of the helicopter tour occurs over
the Conservation Area.

(B) DISPOSITION OF FUNDS.—Any amounts
collected under subparagraph (A) shall be de-
posited in a special account in the Treasury
of the United States, which shall be avail-
able to the Secretary, without further appro-
priation, for the management of cultural,
wildlife, and wilderness resources on public
land in the State of Nevada.

(3) FLIGHT PATH.—Except for safety rea-
sons, any helicopter tour originating or con-
cluding at the parcel of land described in
subsection (e) that flies over the Conserva-
tion Area shall not fly—

(A) over any area in the Conservation Area
except the area that is between 3 and 5 miles
north of the latitude of the southernmost
boundary of the Conservation Area;

(B) lower than 1,000 feet over the eastern
segments of the boundary of the Conserva-
tion Area; or

(C) lower than 500 feet over the western
segments of the boundary of the Conserva-
tion Area.

(4) REVERSION.—If the County ceases to use
any of the land described in subsection (d)
for the purpose described in paragraph (1)(A)
and under the conditions stated in para-
graphs (2) and (3)—

(A) title to the parcel shall revert to the
United States, at the option of the United
States; and

(B) the County shall be responsible for any
reclamation necessary to revert the parcel to
the United States.

(g) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—The Secretary
shall require, as a condition of the convey-
ance under subsection (d), that the County
pay the administrative costs of the convey-
ance, including survey costs and any other
costs associated with the transfer of title.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. RADANOVICH) and the
gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands
(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. RADANOVICH).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 849, introduced by
my committee colleague, the gen-
tleman from Nevada (Mr. GIBBONS),
would provide for the conveyance of
certain public land in Clark County,
Nevada, currently being managed by
the Bureau of Land Management, to
the county for use as a heliport.

The Las Vegas Valley is among the
fastest growing communities in the
United States. This community thrives
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